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RUBEN VERDU, CARACAS, 1962 After a residence at the Hangar production centre,
he now lives and works in Barcelona. Having completed his studies at the
University of Texas and the California Institute of the Arts, he moved to
New York to enrol on the Independent Study Program at the Whitney Mu-
seum of American Art. His projects have been shown in the United States,
Mexico and Japan, as well as in Europe. Exploring the displacement of
language, the etymology of tropos and the dynamic shock of aporias, his
work records the phantasmagorical profiles of our culture, embodied in the

dying logos.

SOLVITUR AMBULANDO is structured into three
scenes, which should be read as pauses in the
chain that forms Rubén Verdd’s narrative.
The piece takes a discursive structure that is
characterised by narrative heterogeneity and
whose story takes the meaning of tropos as its
protagonist. The recordings revolve around
a conclusion, a Beckettian test of spirit: that
the word (logos) is all we have. In short, it is
thanks to the word that only human beings
have history and cultural development.

The title is a Latin expression, used in phi-
losophy and science, which suggests the pos-
sibility of resolving a controversy, a paradox,
solely through empirical practice: it is solved
by walking. Movement is, then, the protago-
nist ¢fropos in the project. In this respect, the
most prominent rhetorical episode in “Solvi-
tur Ambulando” is that of the speeded-up
movement of the spinning top that forms the
centre of the space. Like the tropos that keep
a dying logos alive and animate, is only pos-
sible to keep the top spinning through sudden
spurts of energy.

First scene. Spectators have to pass through
the curtain on which the first element, Solvi-
tur Somnambulando: Holstenwall, is projec-
ted. This penetration of the screen highlights
the cinematographic architectural elements.
By removing human presence from the sce-
nes in The Cabinet of Dr. Caligari, what we
show is an attempt at total architecture that
documents different views of Holstenwall, a
fictional place. In its finished form, the only
moving things are a couple of merry-go-round
horses whose movement recalls that of film
reels going round.

At the back of La Capella are the evaporated
volumes of Solvitur Deambulando: Cheval-
vapeur (C.V.), which revolves at around 200

Ajuntament de Barcelona
Institut de Cultura
La Capella

rpm, driven by a one-horse-power electric mo-
tor. The perilous indetermination of a volume
moving at high speed is complemented by two
panels that show a letter sent by Rubén Ver-
du, informing the Galerie Louis Carré & Cie
in Paris of his intentions, and a photograph
of the presentation at the same gallery, on 22
June 1966, of Cheval Majeur, with Marcel Du-
champ in the background. In this way, it is
insinuated that there is a need for in-depth
study of the particularities of this sculpture,
at which Marcel Duchamp demonstrates his
theories with regard to appropriation by add-
ing a revolving pedestal and giving a practi-
cally monumental size and a new title to his
brother’s work.

Scene Three. In one of the side rooms we can
see the tropic movements of Solvitur Meta-
mbulando: Tropical Ohio. These movements
are designed pointing to a transterritorial,
transcultural and meta-authorial sphere. An
edition of four intervened copies of Pavesas,
Samuel Beckett’s Spanish edition of short
plays published by Tusquets, is presented to
the public, showing the four double pages that
contain the complete content of the work. The
intervention consists of replacing the contents
of the original title, “Impromptu de Ohio”,
with the new title of “Tropical Ohio”. “Tropi-
cal Ohio” is, precisely, the result of a “transla-
tion chain” from Beckett’s original title, and
therefore suffers from linguistic deformations
accumulated in the succession of different
languages to which the text is subjected in
translations. The final text is, therefore, qual-
itatively speaking, something new.

Acknowledgements: Taller BDN escultura.
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21 x 30 cm.

Tinta sobre paper,

2011.

"A Louis Carré'". Rubén Verduy,

Imatge interior:

(Fotograf desconegut).

Imatge Coberta: 1966. Galerie Louis Carré & Cie.

DG: Folch Studio
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SOLVITUR

AMBULANDO :
Rubén Verdﬁ
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